James Godward

1845 - 1913

Born May 29, 1845
in Stockport, England

James Godward was born May 29, 1845 on Fernaley Street, Hyde, Stockport, Chesire, England. He was the son of William Godward and Mary Ann Warhurst. There were many
Warhurst relatives in Cheshire, so perhaps that is why the family was there, instead of West
Yorkshire, where his father was born. James’ father was a coal miner, so it is possible that
they were in the area for work related reasons.

Immigration
Immigration Route for James Godward
From Liverpool, England to New York
1850

At the young age of five, James’ family decided to emigrate to America. Though it was never explicitly stated
as to why the family decided to make the move, it is
likely because coal miners were in demand in Pennsylvania and Ohio. Often times the fare to America
was paid for by the coal companies to get trained men.
Though again, there is no record of this being the case
with James’ father.
They crossed the ocean on the ship “Philadelphia.” To
the right is the ship manifest. James is abbreviated to
Jms on the manifest. He crossed with his older brothers Mark and George. His younger brother Enoch
took ill on the voyage, unfortunately. As was the case
with many long sea-voyages, the illness proved deadly.
There are conflicting stories passed down that say he
was either buried at sea, or in Salmanca, NY. Either
way, it was a tragedy for the family.

Ship Manifest of the “Philadelphia”

Life in America

West Salem, Pennsylvania

1850 Census

Mercer County

The ship arrives in New York April 23, 1850. The family travels to Pennsylvania, where they first settle in
West Salem, Mercer County. As evidenced by the above 1850 census, the Godward family was crowded,
though that was quite common for the times. James’ father was working as a coal miner again, and it is
possible that the house the family lived at in Mercer County was paid for by the mining company.
Unfortonately for the Godward family, and especially young James, tragedy struck again. On November
4 ,1850 James’ mother took ill, and died from Typhoid fever. Though illness often killed people in the
19th century, it still must have been incredily difficult for five year old James to have moved to another
country and then have his mother pass away. These were difficult times for the Godward family.
In 1854, James’ father begins the process for the Delcaration of Intent to become an American citizen.
It seemed like the Godward family was looking to stay in America despite the difficulties. But James’
father never completes the process. Instead he meets a widowed woman and marries her. This turns out
to have been a mistake as the new step mother, by accounts handed down through the generations, is
incredibly difficult to deal with. So much so that it breaks the family apart. By 1855 James’ father leaves
the family and moves back to England. In just a few years, James has lost a younger brother, his mother,
and now his father has left him with a hard, uncaring step mother.
Thankfully for James, he had a wonderful older brother named George. George, at age 19, was looking
to get away from the step mother and leave the family. James pleaded with him to take him along, he
couldn’t stand living with his step mother. George loved his younger brother, and decided that he could
live with him from then on. By 1860, James is 16 and living with George, his wife, and their one year old
daughter in Ohio. Despite all the difficulties, things are beginning to smooth out for James.
Then the Civil War begins.

Civil War

The Battle of Nashville, December 1864

The next major event in James’ life is an enlistment in the
Ohio Infantry - the 19th co B - when he was only 19. His
older brother, Mark, had already been fighting in the war before James enlisted, as well as his counsin John. James fought
in the second battle of Franklin and inthe Battle of Nashville
under Thomas and Scofiled respectively.
The Battle of Nashville was one fo the largest victories of the
Union forces during the long, hard fought Civil War.
His military record states that he had hazel eyes, brown hair,
and was quite slender at 5’7”, 143 lbs. James, only 19 years of
age, had seen a lot of pain and suffering and drastic change in
the world around him.
After the war ended, he finally had the opportunity to settle
down and start his own life.
A soldier from the 19th Ohio Infantry

Marriage & A New Life

Jane Binnie Godward

James Godward

December 14th, 1865
After returning home from the war, James finally found the time to settle down
and start a new life with a family of his own. The service was performed by Rev.
Absolom McCrady. James’ sister Hannah Godward knew Jane before she was
wed to James, and it was likely that she introduced the two. This marriage proved
to be both a lasting, loving relationship between to the two, and also a means of
propelling their family towards the American dream of a better life for themselves and their future children.
James and Jane had their first child, Anna Lucille, on September 19, 1866. She
was the first of 12 children this couple would have. The 1870 census has James
and family in Mahoning Ohio, living next door to his brother George, who had
so many years earlier saved him from a difficult family life. Now he had his own
family and James had begun to work in the coal mines as his father once had.
The family moved around quite a bit for his job and by 1880 the family was living
in North Beaver, Lawrence County, Pennsylvania, near Mt. Jackson. Our direct
relative, Blanche Godward, was born there on December 10, 1879.

A Higher Purpose

Rev. James Preaching at Elbow Lake, MN

Neshannock Presbyterian Church

Though James was a coal miner, he had always a strong faith, and dreamed of one
day becoming a minister. Westminister College was close to where he lived and
worked, and they allowed James to take classes for free. He completed his class
work and studies and was, in 1886, sent as a missionary to Minnesota. He had
been an elder in nearby Albany, Ohio and belonged to the Neshannock Church in
New Wilmington. For many years he was an elder of the Church and a Sabbath
worker. He was also active as a temperance worker, lecturing at the mining towns
in his home state. When he lived in Albany, Ohio, he organized the Concord
Church there.
Before he was fully ordained, he had been a coal miner for about 25 years. This
was about to end as he left on his missionary work in Minnesota. He went off to
the Grant County area of Minnesota to preach. He went from town to town on
horseback and was known as the ‘Horseback Preacher’ or ‘Pioneer Pastor’ in his
later years. His family waited for him to establish himself well enough and to find
a home before they came to Minnesota. In October 1887, James was ordained at
Moorhead, Minnesota and began to minister in Euclid. He decided to locate at
Evansville, Minnesota where he organized a congregation and built a church.

Faith & Putting Down Roots

The Long Path to Minnesota

While doing the work of God in Minnesota,
James was also being practical, and looking for
a house so his family could come to Minnesota and live there with him. He would send
letters often to his wife, telling her about the
day’s events and about the progress of finding
a place for them to live. He had written her a
letter advising her on what to bring West. He
told Jane to buy clothes in Pennsylvania as they
were cheaper there than in Minnesota. He also
asked her to bring some dried fruit. Minnesota was a fairly new state in the Union, so the
trading routes weren’t as established as they
were back East in Pennsylvania. Jane and their
11 children arrived in 1887 to join Rev. James.
It must have been a long trip for everyone involved. Luckily, everyone in the family made it
safely to Minnesota and began a new life there.

Church in Evansville, Minnesota

Life in Minnesota
Bird’s Eye View. Elbow Lake, Minnesota. 1908

Having settled his family into Minnesota, James focused more and more on expanding and concentrating
his ministerial duties in the area. He organized a church in Ashby in 1887. He ceased preaching at Dalton
in 1888, when he annexed Elbow Lake into his circuit. From his center of Elbow Lake, he preached at
different times at Ashby, Barrett, Hoffman, Kensington, Wendell, Lawrence, Western, and Evansville.
In 1895, the Minnesota state census has the family living in Elbow Lake. This is where the Godward clan
would put down their roots. In 1897, under his pastorship the Church building at Elbow Lake was constructed. Rev. James then became the Presbyterian minister at Elbow Lake, full time. James’ niece, Ruth
Reetz remembers a time when Rev. James used his wits to relieve the Church of its debts.
“The Rev. James Godward Godward of Evansville started going to Elbow Lake once a month to preach.
Mr. Thorson, a well known banker in the town, though not very religious, wanted to help the local people
and convinced James to move to Elbow Lake. The Presbyterian Church was founded by Jap and Melva
Sanford and others. The Church had a large debt that need to be paid. James thought an idea. He asked
the wealthy banker, Mr. Thorson, to attend one of his sermons on Sunday. In front of the congregation,
Rev. James Godward asked if he’d be willing to pay off the Church’s debt. Realizing he had little choice,
Mr. Thorson agreed to pay off the debt and all the congregation praised him for his generous donation.”
By 1900, the family had settled in well at Elbow Lake. Rev. James preformed many baptisms, weddings,
and other ministerial duties, many of which are on record in the Grant County Historical Society. At the
time of the census of 1900, James and Jane had been married for 34 years and seven children lived with
them. In 1910, three children had left, and only four were still living at their residence. Six years prior, in
1904, he organized the Presbyterian Church of Wendell.
Rev. James was strict with his children. All of his daughters required chaperones when they went anywhere. And he did not allow whistling. Jane loved to whistle and would have to stop when she heard
him coming up the walk. Because of 25 years in the mines, Rev. James had lung troubles. He would take
a broomstick and move his arms behind him, threading the broomstick between his arms and back, and
would take a walk like that in order to open his lungs for more air. These health concerns grew worse.

Into the Arms of the Lord

Rev. James Godward

Rev. James Godward’s last sermon was preached Sunday morning, April 20, 1913. His
health had steadily declined over the last few years, mainly due to his long years of
toiling in the mines. Even though he knew he was falling more and more ill, he never
stopped giving sermons, it was said that he wanted “to die in the harness.” His wish
was granted. Soon after that last sermon, he was taken to bed. His ailment was pronounced pernicious anemia, and was deemed incurable. All his children came to visit
but James Jr. who was in the Philippines and Lester who was in California.
His obituaries talked of the immense love and respect he had from everyone who met
him. He had a remarkable faith and was a wonderful preacher. During lucid intervals
as he lay dying, he would recite favorite passages from the Bible. Short before finally
losing consciousness, he held his wfie’s hand and said, “Mamma, I’ve got to leave you
now...Not long, not long.”
He passed away peacefully May 14, 1913 and was buried in the Union Cemetary in Elbow Lake. He was survived by Jane and their 12 children, 11 of who went on to college
and professional lives, forever thankful that their father had worked so hard and risked
so much to give them better chances and opportunities in life. He is a glowing example
of struggling through death and hardship, and still retaining a remarkable faith that lit
a candle of hope for all those who knew him.
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Appendix & Documents
In our search to understand our relative James Godward, we came across a
wide assortment of documents that were hard to fit into the timeline, but lend
themselves to explaining who he was, and what the times were like. Therefore
we decided to include an assortment of the important documents and papers
and letters that we found in the process.

Letter from James to his Wife
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